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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Northeast Region Hunting Update 
Above average precipitation and cooler temperatures 
made for some of best northeast Oregon elk hunting 
conditions seen in recent years.  Opening weekend of 
the first Northeast Region rifle elk season was rainy, 
snowy and cold.  Tracking conditions were excellent  

 
throughout much of the Region.  Those hunters 
prepared for the conditions were very successful. 
Conditions moderated for the second rifle elk season 
and much of the lower and middle elevation snow 
melted.  As a result, second season success wasn’t as 
good as first season; however, hunters were seeing 
plenty of elk and were pleased with their experience. 
 
Northeast Region upland bird hunting hasn’t turned 
out as good as we had hoped.  Chukar hunting along 
the Snake River is slow with numbers of birds lower 
than we had anticipated. Quail hunting is also slower 
than we had initially anticipated with Grant County 
having more birds and better hunting than the rest of 
the Region.   
 
Pheasant and Hungarian partridge production has been 
good and hunters targeting these species seem to be 
finding better success.  Ladd Marsh and Columbia 
Basin pheasant hunters should find good hunting 
through the end of the season.  
 
Columbia River, Snake River and Ladd Marsh 
waterfowl hunters did well on resident birds in late 
October and early November.  Hunting success has 
slowed somewhat recently as resident waterfowl started  
 

 
 
 
migrating out of the area.  We expect waterfowl 
hunting to improve as weather worsens and migrating 
waterfowl start to move into the Region from 
Washington and Canada.   
 
Medusahead Rye Control Demonstration Project 
Medusahead rye is an invasive grass found throughout 
Oregon, although it is particularly problematic in 
eastern Oregon where it out-competes most other 
native grasses.  Medusahead often dominates the 
habitats it infests, is unpalatable for most wildlife and 
livestock, and increases fire risk in areas where it 
invades.   
 
Controlled burns, followed by application of herbicide 
and seeding is the recommended way to treat a 
Medusahead infestation.  This treatment protocol is 
problematic in sage-grouse habitat due to the potential 
loss of sagebrush as a result of fire and landowner 
liability. 
 
Baker District Wildlife Staff are working with Widman 
Ranch and the USFWS Partner’s Program to test the 
control of medusahead rye in sage-grouse habitat using 
growth inhibiting bacteria.  These naturally occurring 
bacteria selectively suppress the growth of both 
seedling medusahead and cheat grass.  It is hoped that 
this suppression will allow native plants a competitive 
advantage over these very invasive grasses. 
 
The use of bacteria as bio-control offers producers and 
land managers a potentially new and ecologically sound 
approach for controlling invasive annual grasses in 
sage-grouse habitat.  This demonstration project is a 
component of a much larger cooperative project aimed 
at treating tens of thousands of acres of medusahead in 
sage-grouse habitat of Baker County.   
 
 

HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Fire Rehabilitation for Malheur Watershed 
Rehabilitation efforts are proceeding in most of 
southeast Oregon’s burned areas.  Efforts have been 
aided by favorable weather conditions.  Yet due to 
limited funds and lack of seed supply, only 10-15% of  
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the burned acreage is being reseeded.  Additional 
restoration may occur in future years if funding is 
available.  
 
BLM has prioritized areas to be reseeded based on pre-
fire range conditions and the potential for post fire 
conversion to annual grasses. The highest priorities for 
seeding are those areas that had little annual grass 
invasion pre-fire, but because of elevation, soil type, 
and aspect would be prone to future invasions.  
General summaries of the re-vegetation efforts are: 
 
Miller Homestead Fire west of Frenchglen 

 161, 711 total acres burned. 

 25,000 acres proposed to be reseeded. 

 Approximately 70% of the seeding was completed 
by Nov 16. 

 ODFW staff is assisting with 2 tractors with range 
drills.  

 
Long Draw Fire south of Burns Junction 

 582,313 total acres.  

 66,000 acres proposed for seeding. 

 14,000 acres completed by Nov 16. 
 

Holloway Fire on the Trout Creek Mountains 

 461,047 total acres 245,505 in Oregon 215,542 in 
Nevada. 

 The fire rehabilitation plan has not been released 
yet. 

 Little reseeding is anticipated given the lack of 
resources and the good pre-fire range conditions.  

 
Sage Grouse Research 
ODFW initiated a research project in the Trout Creek 
Mountains to monitor sage grouse response to fire-
related habitat loss. Staff placed 20 radio transmitters 
on grouse in unburned islands of habitat. These initial 
birds will aid in locating winter concentration areas and 
lek sites. The plan is to deploy additional GPS 
transmitters that will provide detailed habitat use 
information on additional birds during this winter and 
spring.  
 
Five of the original 20 radio-tagged birds suffered 
mortalities since the initial capture. One mortality likely 
resulted from a fence strike whereas the other four are 
from unknown causes. Determining mortality causes is 
not one of the objectives of this initial portion of the 
research because it would require much more intensive 
monitoring than planned. The remaining birds have 
dispersed widely since capture and the first snow event. 
These birds will continue to be monitored until the 
VHF transmitters are replaced with additional GPS 
transmitters this spring. 
 
 

Deschutes Deer Rescues 
Throughout the year, the Deschutes Wildlife District in 
Bend receives numerous phone calls about deer in 
distress from various human caused factors.  These 
calls are quite varied, and range in nature from deer 
tangled in soccer nets, hammocks, tomato cages, 
woven wire, smooth wire,  electric fence wire, barbed 
wire, rope, webbing, cord, Christmas lights, leg-hold 
traps, poultry feeders, feed buckets, volleyball nets, 
PVC pipe, to those shot with arrows.  While the 
District does not keep track of the number of all these 
types of calls received, it does keep track of the number 
regarding different deer with arrows in them.  In 2009 a 
record 32 calls about different deer with arrows in 
them were received.  

 
 
Generally, the public are quite upset about seeing deer 
injured, and/or in distress from these human caused 
factors and they expect the Department to help the 
deer.  Many stories of these situations have ended up in 
the local media (radio, TV, and newspaper).  The 
Deschutes District philosophy is to try and assist 
animals that have human/artificial material on/in them 
for both humane and public relations reasons.  During 
2012, district staff immobilized (drug injections via 
darts) 11 deer (all successful) that were found in these 
types of predicaments.  Annually 4-12 deer are darted. 
Of this number, 1-5 deer are immobilized annually to 
surgically operate and remove broadhead hunting 
arrows.  All deer involved in these operations are ear-
tagged to monitor their survival and movements.  
Based on subsequent reports both the surgical arrow 
removal and foreign material removal are nearly 100% 
successful.  Although time consuming, these acts of 
humanity are very popular with the public 
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SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Harold & Sid Nichols Park Boat Ramp 
The Nichols park boat ramp located on the South 
Umpqua in Winston was completed this fall.  The 
Nichols family and the Umpqua Fishermen’s 
Association STEP group have been working to develop 
this ramp since the mid 1980’s.  Funding for the ramp 
came from the Oregon Marine Board, City of Winston, 
ODFW Sport Fish Restoration fund, Umpqua 
Fishermen’s Association and Joe Merchep Foundation.  
This boat ramp will give anglers over 11 miles of river 
access for winter steelhead and smallmouth bass.  

 
Nichols Park Boat Ramp, South Umpqua River.  
Opened Fall 2012. 
 

Rock Creek Hatchery High water event 
Starting at 4:00 p.m. on November 19 Rock Creek 
Hatchery received five inches of rain during a 16 hour 
period.  As Rock Creek rose, an extremely high leaf 
load restricted water to the hatchery, and staff 
responded to an alarm at 10:00 p.m.  The new intake  
 

system was unable to handle the high leaf and debris 
load, and the crew worked through the night and much 
of the next day maintaining the water supply to the 
hatchery.  Staff was able to maintain flow to the 
majority of the raceways.  Unfortunately, there was a 
loss of approximately 5,500 spring Chinook salmon in 
one pond due to a valve plugging with debris. 

 
Roosevelt Elk Seasons 
Hunters experienced good weather conditions for the 
first and second Coast bull seasons.  Based on hunter 
checks in the field, hunters appeared to have good 
success rates harvesting bulls in the Tioga and Powers 
Units.  However, winter storms in the second Coast 
bull season caused high wind and heavy rain.  This may 
have made travel on some forest roads hazardous due 
to trees being blown down.  This weather only affected 
two of the nine days allowed for the hunt.  Heavy rain 
occurred the Friday night before opening day of 
Cascade elk season and again on Monday night of the 
season, resulting in good hunting conditions.  The 
harvest is still undetermined, but as staff checks with 
local butcher shops and taxidermists, their business was 
reported as average.  
 
The Southwest Cascade Muzzleloader hunt success rate 
appears to be above average based on campsite checks. 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Avian Botulism Outbreak in Birds at Smith and 
Bybee Lakes, Portland  
The onset of rain and cooler weather has apparently 
ended the recent outbreak of avian botulism at these 
wetlands in North Portland.  Botulism occurs in 
anaerobic situations and usually subsides when 
temperatures decline. No bird carcasses have been 
observed after late October. Metro Regional 
Government staff believe that close to 4,000 birds 
(mainly waterfowl) died during the botulism outbreak.  
Approximately 100 birds were rehabilitated and 
released, thanks to the efforts of the Portland 
Audubon, Metro, the Port of Portland, USDA-WS, and 
ODFW staff.   
 
Cougar Attack on Dog  
Oregon State Police received a report from a couple 
walking two dogs near a closed campground in the 
Clackamas River watershed (Mt. Hood National 
Forest). A small cougar (60-70 lbs.) reportedly jumped 
out of the brush and attacked one of the dogs, a terrier.  
The cougar dragged the dog a short distance off the 
trail and was holding it down when the people 
interceded.  When yelling at the cougar and striking it 
with rocks didn’t cause it to release the dog, the woman  
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grabbed the back of the cougar’s neck. The cougar 
reacted with a swipe and ripped the cuff of her fleece 
jacket, not resulting in any injury.  The cougar ran off 
and the dog was transported for veterinary care. OSP 
believes the report is legitimate and a cougar was 
indeed involved.  The couple stated that the cougar was 
only doing what was natural and they asked that it not 
be killed. 
 
Storm Events and NW Region Facilities  
Heavy rains hit the north coast during Thanksgiving 
week, causing very high water and flooding in most 
river systems. Weekly rainfall amounts varied from 3 to 
15 inches, depending on facility location. Most 
hatcheries survived with only minor damage to intakes 
and pumps. Staff spent several days after the storm 
dealing with cleanup of facilities, removal of mud from 
ponds and raceways, and removing debris from boat 
ramps and access sites. 
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

Education Programs 
The Education Section had another successful year 
introducing Oregonians to hunting, angling and other 
outdoor activities. The Outdoor Skills program 
introduced 260 individuals to hunting and fishing 
through hands-on clinics.  
 
Hunter Education graduated 5,000 Oregon hunters. A 
trend is starting to emerge; the number of independent 
study students is increasing. In 2011, 800 students took 
the independent study track. 1,300 students took an 
independent study course in 2012. This is a 60% 
increase.  
 
In 2012, the Angler Education program reached over 
13,000 anglers through Family Fishing Events, Free 
Fishing Weekend, angler education courses and other 
events.  
 
ODFW and RBFF 
As in previous years, ODFW participated in the 
Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation’s (RBFF) 
Fishing License Marketing Program. This year 84,000 
postcards were mailed out in June. There were four 
different cards promoting fishing in Lane County, 
Bend and Portland areas, and fishing in general.  
6,327 postcard recipients purchased a fishing license 
during the evaluation period. This generated nearly 
$200,000 in license revenue and will increase the 
department’s share of the Sport Fish Restoration and 
Boating Trust Fund by approximately $40,000.   
ODFW’s investment in the program this year was 
$7,500. ODFW will continue to work with RBFF on 
this program.   

Oregonshootingmap.com 
Oregonshootingmap.com will launch in December.  
The map is similar to the successful 
Oregonhuntingmap.com.  Users will be able to toggle 
between the two maps.  Oregonshootingmap.com will 
help shooters find ranges near them and give 
information on the ranges’ facilities, hours and 
amenities. 
 
The department is actively promoting public shooting 
ranges because of the connection between recreational 
shooting and hunting.  Recreational shooters also pay 
an excise tax, generating revenue for the Wildlife 
Restoration Program Trust Fund, which helps fund 
wildlife management and hunter education programs. 
 
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

No Floaters—Rockfish Recompression Research 
and Fishery Management Implications 
Fish with gas-filled swim bladders often show signs of 
barotrauma (depth-related trauma) when anglers bring 
them on board. This happens because as the fish is 
brought to the surface, gas in the swim bladder 
expands faster than the fish can compensate, causing 
bulging of the eyes, membranes, and often forcing the 
stomach out of the mouth. The expanded gas makes 
the fish so buoyant that it floats on the water, and is 
unable to swim down back to its habitat depth. For fish 
that the angler intends to bring home, this is not of 
great concern. For fish the angler intends to release 
back into the wild, this is a serious problem. Since 
regulations prohibit some species from being landed 
(such as yelloweye rockfish, because they have been 
declared “overfished”), anglers often encounter a 
frustrating situation. They are required to release a fish 
to the ocean that they believe will perish, floating at the 
surface.  MRP is involved in both research and fishery 
management actions that are leading towards resolving 
this frustrating situation in the future. 
 
On the research front, MRP has been looking at the 
mortality rate of rockfish that are brought to the 
surface and then released at depth, using so-called 
“descenders” that deliver fish rapidly to the ocean 
floor.  These studies show that even when fish look like 
they are “dead”, some species quickly recover when 
they reach habitat depth.. Our short-term shallow-
depth studies are promising but we are currently 
expanding this research to look at longer-term survival 
and at survival of fish caught at deeper depths, as well.      
 
Fishery management of constrained species (such as 
yelloweye or canary rockfish, which are currently in the  
process of population rebuilding) requires that we 
estimate discard and mortality rates for all individuals, 
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including catch and release.  The mortality estimates are 
currently determined assuming all fish are released at 
the ocean’s surface. However, anglers are increasingly 
using descender devices and there is interest in 
estimating the success of these devices in harmlessly 
returning some individuals to the sea. In collaboration 
with Washington, California, and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), we are working to develop 
methods to incorporate the use of descender devices 
into recreational fisheries quota management. 
 
Recreational anglers should see both short-term and 
long-term benefits from re-working mortality estimates 
in this way. In the short-term, any higher survival rate 
(lower mortality rate) of released rockfish may make in-
season changes to depth restrictions less common or 
even unnecessary. In the long-term, higher survival 
rates of released rockfish will mean that the number of 
reproducing rockfish will also increase, which should 
lead to the species rebuilding its population sooner. 
 
The key step in making all of this work is to encourage 
anglers to use descenders, and to do so effectively.  
MRP staff will continue to work with state, federal, and 
public partners to promote the use of descenders and 
work with our partners to incorporate this information 
into our recommendations for fishery management. 
 

 
Example of a homemade descending device, cost ~$ 15, time to make 
~ 10 minutes 
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